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Scholastic Publishes Partisan-Inspired
Elementary School Thriller

Author Lauren Tarshis recently
released an exciting edition to
her | Survived series, published
by Scholastic. Subtitled The Nazi
Invasion, 1944, this short yet
dramatic tale perfectly suits
educators who wish to introduce
elementary school students to the

subject of the Jewish partisans.

The story centers around
11-year-old Max Rosen and
his younger sister, Zena: newly
orphaned inhabitants of the
Jewish ghetto in Esties, Poland
during the Nazi occupation. Tarshis expertly uses age
appropriate language and content to paint a vivid
picture of the children’s adventure as they escape
from the ghetto and are taken in by a group of

partisans in the forests of Loda.

The author bases the characters in the book on the
life stories of a number of partisans she learned about
during her research: Leizer and Zenia Bart, Miriam
Brysk, Leon Kahn, Ben Kamm, Vitka Kempner, Ruzka

Korczak, Abba Kovner, Miles Lerman, and Shalom Yoran.
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More information about these
individuals is available at www.

jewishpartisans.org/partisans.

| Survived: The Nazi Invasion,
1944 provides an intriguing
and exciting account of the
experiences of the largely
unrecognized efforts of Jewish
resistance to the Nazi regime of
WWII. As a supplemental resource
for the study of the Holocaust,
Max and Zena's tale of escape,
hiding, and battle, provides a
personal and relatable viewpoint
for students. The historical fiction genre, when
approached with the care and accuracy of Lauren
Tarshis, can provide an informative and engaging

tool on which to build classes, projects, and plays.

For more on this book, visit www.scholastic.com/
ISurvived. For recommendations on other material
related to the Holocaust and Jewish partisans, visit the

author’s website at www.LaurenTarshis.com.



