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Imagine you’re with Jackson on the docks when the earthquake hits. Help him by filling in 
the blanks below. Then use the numbered letters from #1–4 to spell an important message 
from the book in #5.  (Need a hint? Use the page numbers to find the word in the novel.)

SURVIVE THE EARTHQUAKE 
WITH JACKSON

ANSWERS: 1) tremble; 2) brace; 3) violently; 4) gushed; 5) Get busy staying alive
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1.  You and Jackson are leaving the docks after delivering Uncle Solly’s note when your bodies start to 
_____________ and someone screams, “Earthquake!”  (pg. 66)

______       ______       ______       ______       ______     ______       ______

2.  You _____________ yourselves against a parked car, expecting the 
earthquake to stop, but it doesn’t. Instead, the roaring gets louder and the 
shaking gets harder!   (pg. 68)

______       ______       ______       ______       ______   

3.  The bridge shakes so _____________ that you bounce up and down. You 
grab onto each other, but a fissure splits open and you fall into a pit! (pg. 68)

______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______      ______        

4.  You’re scrambling to get out, using all your strength to give Jackson a boost, when a spray of 
freezing water blasts you up and out! You crash onto the street, coughing and choking because water 
_____________ into your mouths.  (pg. 74)

______       ______       ______       ______       ______      ______ 

5.  As you lie there, you realize that the ground has finally stopped shaking. Jackson grabs your arm and says, 
“Let’s get to work.” What is he saying to you?

______       ______       ______                   ______       ______        ______         ______         

 ______      ______      ______      ______       ______       ______       ______                       ______      ______      ______      ______       ______  
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