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A young boy appears to be a picture of perfect 

behavior.

He says he always follows rules, is an exemplary 

big brother, willingly shares his toys, and overall 

“do[es] everything just right.” But he gleefully admits 

to mischievous transgressions when he is alone 

with his dog. He neglects to brush his teeth, zooms 

through the house on his skateboard, and splashes in 

the tub. What’s more, he hides his smelly socks and 

deliberately wakes his sister from her nap. His dog 

witnesses it all and is his sole trusted confidant. This 

dog knows that the boy looks for monsters under the 

bed (and helps to keep those monsters away) and is 

always up for a hug. And when the boy picks his nose? 

No judgment. Tarshis presents the boy’s confessions 

of his secret behaviors with lots of humor, and, 

like the wonderful dog, there’s no reprimand or 

condemnation. A funny, delightful cartoon vignette 

with boy’s and dog’s expressions and body language 

in perfect symmetry accompanies each episode. 

Endpaper illustrations further contrast perfection with 

reality. The boy and his family present White. The title 

alone will catch the interest of young readers, who 

will perhaps recognize themselves in the hijinks and 

add their own confessions. Is the dog really the only 

witness; are the boy’s parents clueless? Look carefully.

It’s about unconditional love and acceptance. Enjoy. 
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