: WWVE‘VWB I Survived The Great
Chicaqo Fire, 1871

LITERARY-DEVICE

ACTIVITY AND CONTEXT REVIEW

LITERARY DEVICE: A simile uses "like” or “as” to make a comparison. Below, find the simile in the
book using the page number listed in the first column, and fill in the blank in the second column.
Then, in the third column, rewrite the simile in your own words by making a different comparison.

PAGE # FILL IN THE SIMILE FROM THE BOOK IN YOUR OWN WORDS

A few [sparks] hit his skin, burning his A few [sparks] hit his skin, burning his
flesh like flesh like

30

Two other houses were burning like Two other houses were burning like

38

..a pile of garbage glowing like ..a pile of garbage glowing like

49

Like Like

57

the crowd erupted into a stampede. the crowd erupted into a stampede.
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I Survived The Great
Chicaqo Fire, 1871

LITERARY-DEVICE ACTIVITY
AND CONTEXT REVIEW (contiNueD)

CONTEXT REVIEW: The I Survived books are works of historical fiction. Author Lauren Tarshis
supplies important information at the back of each book about the events in the story and the
history around these events. Use this information—called “context“—to answer the questions below.

BOOK CLUB

1. Where did the Great Chicago Fire start? How much of Chicago did it destroy?

2. How did gossip harm Mrs. O’Leary?

3. What were the real causes of the fire?

4. Why couldnt the Chicago fire department put out the fire?

5. What is the deadliest fire in U.S. history?

6. Why were there so many street children in the U.S. at the
time of the fire?
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I Survived The Great

BOOK CLUB Chicago Fire, 1871

ANSWERS

LITERARY-DEVICE ACTIVITY: SIMILES:

PAGE 30: A few [sparks] hit his skin, burning his flesh like red-hot needles.

PAGE 38: Two other houses were burning like torches.

PAGE 49: ..a pile of garbage glowing like a campfire.

PAGE 57: Like a herd of cattle startled by a clap of thunder, the crowd erupted into a stampede.
Answers in column three will vary.

CONTEXT REVIEW:

1. The Great Chicago Fire started in a barn on DeKoven Street. It destroyed an area of the city four
miles long and one mile wide.

2. The rumor that her cow started the fire somehow became “fact,” and she never recovered from the
hurt and shame of being unfairly blamed for the fire.

3. The real causes of the fire were: a drought that had gripped the Midwest for more than a year
before the fire, making the city bone dry; the citys structures had been built mostly with wood,
including pine, which is especially flammable.

4. The firefighters were exhausted from fighting a fire the night before. They were also sent to the
wrong neighborhood due to a series of errors. Also, a strong wind was blowing that night that
carried sparks far and wide.

5. The deadliest fire in U.S. history, which happened on the same day as the Great Chicago Fire, was
the Peshtigo fire, 250 miles to the north of Chicago in Peshtigo, Wisconsin.

6. At the time, many children lived on the streets because they had lost their parents fo diseases
that are treatable or curable today. Children had also lost their fathers on the battlefields of the
Civil War, which ended in 1865.
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