
LITERARY-ELEMENTS ACTIVITY AND  
PROBLEM-AND-SOLUTION EXERCISE

CHARACTER: Choose three words to describe the characters 
below. Then summarize a moment that you think shows who  
the character truly is and explain why you chose it.

 Name: 
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THOMAS
 
List three words to describe Thomas: 

Which moment in the book shows who Thomas truly is? Summarize the moment, and explain why you 
chose it: 

CORPORAL HENRY GREEN
 
List three words to describe Henry: 

Which moment in the book shows who Henry truly is? Summarize the moment, and explain why you 
chose it: 



LITERARY-ELEMENTS ACTIVITY AND  
PROBLEM-AND-SOLUTION EXERCISE (CONTINUED)
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PROBLEM SOLUTION

1. �Thomas is hungry and there’s no food on the 
farm.

2. �Thomas sees that Henry needs help escaping 
the rebels.

3. �Captain Campbell and his men come under 
attack by the rebel cavalry.

4. Thomas runs into the woods after the rebels.

5. 
Thomas gives himself up to the rebels, saying, 
“You can take me, too.”

6. 
Thomas goes with Homer to bring ammunition to 
the men on the f ield.

PROBLEM AND SOLUTION CHART



ANSWERS
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LITERARY-ELEMENTS ACTIVITY: 
CHARACTER: 
Answers will vary.

PROBLEM-AND-SOLUTION EXERCISE: 
1. �Thomas hunts a squirrel for supper. 

2. �Thomas throws a skunk to chase off the rebels.

3. �The captain and his men load their rif les, get into formation, and f ire.

4. �After the cavalry attack, Thomas sees that Birdie is missing. 

5. �Thomas discovers that the rebels have Birdie and realizes that he can’t get anywhere near her. 

6. �Lester is too injured to deliver ammunition with Homer.


