
LITERARY-ELEMENTS
ACTIVITIES 
(SUITABLE FOR NOVEL AND GRAPHIC NOVEL VERSIONS)

CHARACTER: Choose three words to describe the characters below. Then summarize a moment 
that shows who the character truly is and explain why you choose it.

MAX ROSEN
 
List three words to describe Max: 

Which moment in the book shows who Max truly is? Summarize the moment, and explain why you chose 
it: 

AUNT HANNAH
 
List three words to describe Hannah: 

Which moment in the book shows who Hannah truly is? Summarize the moment, and explain why you 
chose it: 

 Name: 

I Survived The  
Nazi Invasion, 1944
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LITERARY-ELEMENTS ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED) 

  Name: 

I Survived The Nazi Revolution, 1944

CONTEXT REVIEW: The I Survived books are works of historical fiction. Author Lauren Tarshis 
supplies important information at the back of each book about the events in the story and  
the history around these events. Use this information at the back of the book—called 
“context”—to answer the questions below about the partisans.

1.  How many partisans were there in World War II? How many were Jewish? 

2.  Who organized the largest and most famous partisan group? How many people did they rescue, 
and how did they protect them? 

3. What kind of special training did the partisans have? What did they bring with them to the camps?
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LITERARY-ELEMENTS ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED) 

  Name: 

I Survived The Nazi Revolution, 1944
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GRAPHIC NOVEL 101
WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW? 
•  There are many kinds of text 

in a graphic novel, like speech 
bubbles and narration boxes.  

•  There are illustrated words 
that provide sound effects, like 
“WHIRRRRR” and “KABOOM.” 

•  The illustrated boxes on the 
pages are called panels.

WHAT’S A GRAPHIC NOVEL?  
A book in which the 
illustrations and the 
text work together to 
tell the story. In order 
to understand what’s 
happening, you have to 
read the text and study  
the pictures.

HOW DO I READ A GRAPHIC 
NOVEL? On each page, 
start with the top row and 
read left to right, then 
repeat all the way down the 
page. In other words, zig-
zag your way from the top 
left to the bottom right.

I SURVIVED THE NAZI INVASION, 
1944: THE GRAPHIC NOVEL

GRAPHIC NOVEL QUESTIONS: Below, analyze how three illustrations in the book offer information 
that is important to understanding the story.

1.  On p. 73, in the third panel, 
Max hears a noise. How does 
the illustration show you which 
direction the noise is coming 
from? How does the illustrator 
make this image a little scary?

2.  On p. 85, the illustrator 
uses six different panels to 
show Max’s panic and defeat. 
What’s different about the 
sixth panel? What do you think 
the illustrator doing here?

3.  At the top of p. 98, 
there are two panels side 
by side, one with half of the 
soldier’s face, one with half 
of Max’s face. Why do you 
think the illustrator did this?



ANSWERS

  Name: 

I Survived The American Revolution, 1776
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LITERARY-ELEMENTS ACTIVITIES: 
CHARACTER: Answers will vary.

CONTEXT REVIEW: 
1. There were about one million partisans in World War II, and about 30,000 of them were Jewish. 

2.  The largest and most famous Jewish partisan group was organized by three brothers—Tuvia, Zus, and Asael 
Bielski. They rescued about 1,200 Jewish people and protected them in large camps hidden in the forest. 

3. Most partisans had little or no special training, and arrived in the forest with only the clothes on their backs.

GRAPHIC NOVEL QUESTIONS: 
1.  The illustration shows Max looking up. The illustrator draws the image from the perspective of whatever 

Max is hearing, which makes it a little scary, since we don’t know what it is. We also have a clear view of his 
frightened expression. 

2.  Max isn’t in the picture in the sixth panel—there’s only blackness, and the words “I’m alone.” Removing Max 
from the sixth panel creates a sense of fear, as if Max has already disappeared because no one was able 
to find him. 

3.  By putting their faces together in this way, the illustrator is showing the reader that even though Max and the 
soldier are on opposite sides of the war, they are similar.


